
 Guidelines for Growing Plants
from Leaves or Tops of Parent

Plant
Why grow plants from leaves or tops of

the parent plant?
🌱 Faster growth – quicker than starting from seeds.
🪴  Cloning – new plants are identical to the parent,
keeping the same traits.
🌼 Seedless propagation – useful for plants that don’t
produce viable seeds.
💰  Cost-effective – multiply plants without buying
seeds or new ones.
🌍 Preservation – maintain rare or special varieties.
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1. Choose the Right Plant
Leaf propagation works well for: succulents
(jade, echeveria, snake plant), African violet,
peperomia, pilea.
Top/stem cuttings work well for: herbs (mint,
basil, oregano), pothos, coleus, tomatoes,
peppers, sweet potatoes.

2. Select Healthy Material
For leaves: pick mature, damage-free leaves
with the base intact.
For tops: cut a healthy, non-flowering shoot (4–
6 inches long), just below a node (where leaves
attach).



3. Prepare the Cutting
Leaves:

Succulents → let them dry 1–3 days
until the cut end calluses.
Other leafy plants → cut with clean
scissors; dip in rooting hormone
(optional).

Tops:
Remove the lower leaves, keeping just
the top 2–3 sets.
Optional: dip the cut end in rooting
hormone for faster rooting.

4. Choose Growing Medium
Soil method: use a well-draining potting
mix (peat + perlite or cactus mix).
Water method (for tops): place cuttings in a
clear jar with water, changing water every
2–3 days.



5. Planting
Leaves:

Succulents → lay flat on soil or gently insert the base.
Other plants → insert the cut end into damp soil.

Tops:
Insert the cut end into soil or water until roots form.

6. Ideal Conditions
Bright, indirect light (avoid direct sun until established).
Warm temperature (20–25°C / 68–77°F).
Keep soil lightly moist, not soggy.
Increase humidity by covering with a clear bag or dome
(optional).



7. Rooting Time
Roots form in 2–6 weeks, depending on the plant.
For tops in water → transplant to soil when roots are 2–3 inches long.
For leaves → once tiny shoots appear, carefully pot them in individual containers.

8. Care After Rooting
Water only when needed (succulents → dry soil;
herbs → evenly moist soil).
Gradually increase sun exposure.
Begin light fertilizing once the plant shows
strong new growth.

✅ Quick Tip: Always propagate several leaves or cuttings at once—some may
not take, but others will thrive!


